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guments than want of success, when they charge the minis*
try with misconduct in war.

But, my lords, they have not any misfortunes to com-
plain of; nor is the accusation, that we have been defeated
ourselves, but that we have not enough molested our ene-
mies. Of this, my lords, it is not easy to judge, at a dis-
tance from the scene of action, and without a more accu-
rate knowledge of a thousand minute circumstances, which
may promote or retard a naval expedition. It is undoubt-
edly true, my lords, that many of our merchant ships have
been taken by the enemy; but it is not certain that they
do not murmur equally that they have been obstructed in
their commerce, arid have been so little able to interrupt
ours, since they have so many advantages from the situa-
tion of their coasts. When we reckon those that are lost,
let us not forget to number those that have escaped* If
admiral Vernon's fleet was ill provided with arms and am-
munition, even then, let all censure be suspended till it
can be proved that it was ill furnished by the fault of the
ministry.

Nothing is more common, my lords, in all naval wars,
than sudden changes of fortune; for on many occasions an
accidental gust of wind, or unexpected darkness of the
weather, may destroy or preserve a fleet from destruction,
or may make the most formidable armaments absolutely
useless; and in the present disposition of some people to-
wards the ministry, I should not wonder to hear an altera-
tion of wind charged upon them.

For what objections may they not expect, my lords,
when all the disadvantages which the nation suffers from
the enemies of his majesty, are imputed to them; when
daily endeavours are used to make them suspected of
favouring arbitrary power, for maintaining an army which
nothing has made necessary but the struggles of those
men whose principles have no other tendency than to en-
slave their country. Let not our domestick animosities be
kept alive and fomented by a constant opposition to every
design of the administration, nor our foreign enemies m-
cited by the observation of our divisions, to treat us with